
A GUIDE TO SOME OF THE DAYS OF  
RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 2026
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Notes:
1. 	�Ethnic descriptors preceding religions (e.g. Armenian Orthodox, Chaldean Catholic) are not

exhaustive and other ethnic groups may also celebrate the same day. Some dates may be slightly
different depending on the calendar used (i.e. Lunar, Julian, Solar, Gregorian, Fasil, Qadimi,
Shenshai etc).

2. �	�Islamic holy days may adjust one or two days from either side of the dates listed above, subject to
the lunar cycle.

3. Jewish and Baha’i holy days commence at sunset the previous day listed.

JANUARY

1 Solemnity of Mary/Holy Mother of God Catholic 

1 Baptism of the Lord Certain Orthodox Christian

1 New Year’s Day Christian, Hindu

1-3 Shogatsu/Gantan-sai (New Year) Shinto

2 Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord and Presentation 
in the Temple Maronite and other Christian

3 Mahayana New Year Buddhist (Mahayana)

5 Eve of Feast of Holy Nativity and Theophany of Jesus Christ Armenian Orthodox

5 Prakash Sri Guru Gobin Singh Ji Sikh 

6 Feast of Holy Nativity/Christmas Eve Certain Orthodox Christian

6 Christmas Day/Nativity of Christ Armenian Orthodox

6 Holy Epiphany/Baptism of Jesus/Theophany Melkite and other Christian

7 Christmas Day/ Holy Nativity of Our Lord Feast/ 
Feast of the Nativity

Coptic/Certain  
Orthodox Christian

9 Holy Apostle, Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen/St Stephen’s 
(Stefan) Day   

Serbian, Syrian and other 
Orthodox Christian

13 Orthodox New Year’s Eve Certain Orthodox Christian

14 Maaghi – Lohri/Mela Maaghi Muktsar Sikh

14 The Circumcision Feast Coptic/Orthodox Christian

14 Orthodox New Year Certain Orthodox Christian

14 -17 Makar Sankranti/Pongal Hindu

15 Night of Isra’ and Mi’raj (27 Rajab)/Lailat al Miraj Islam

17 St Anthony the Great Maronite and other Christian

19 The Holy Epiphany/Synaxis of the  
Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner Coptic/Orthodox Christian

19 Epiphany/Timkat Ethiopian Orthodox

21 Feast of the Wedding of Cana of Galilee Coptic/Orthodox Christian

23 Vasant Panchami Hindu

27 St Sava Day, First Archbishop of Serbia Serbian Orthodox

28 St Ephraim the Syrian Syrian Orthodox

FEBRUARY

1-2 Imbolc Pagan – Northern Hemisphere

1-2 Lughnasadh Pagan – Southern Hemisphere

2 Presentation of the Lord in the Temple and St. Simon Melkite, Syrian Orthodox and 
other Christian

2 Tu B’shevat Jewish

2-4 Jonah’s (Nineveh Lent) Fasting Coptic /Syrian Orthodox

3 Setsebun-sai (beginning of spring) Shinto

3 The Night of 15th of Sha^aban/Lailat al Bara’ah Islam

5 Jonah’s (Nineveh) Feast Coptic /Syrian Orthodox

5 St Severus Serbian Orthodox

9 St Maroun Day Maronite Catholic

13 Anniversary of National Apology Day Indigenous

15 Parinirvana of Buddha Shakyamuni/Nirvana Day Buddhist (Mahayana)

15 The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple/Our 
Lord Jesus Christ entering the sanctuary Coptic /Orthodox Christian

15 Recognition Day Australia (recognition of church in Australia in 
1973 by the Federal AG) Church of Scientology

15-16 Maha Shivaratri Hindu

16 Feb- 
3 April Holy Great Fast/Lent Coptic /Orthodox Christian

16 Ash Monday Maronite Catholic and 
other Christian

17 Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day Christian

17 Lunar New Year/Tet/Seollal

Buddhist (Mahayana) 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, 
Singaporean, Malaysian, 
Nepali Tamang, Confucian/
Taoist

17 Losar/Tibetan, Gyalpo  Lhosar/Bhutanese & 
Nepali (Sherpa) New Year

Buddhist (Vajrayana) 
and Nepali Sherpa

18 Ramadan begins Islam

18 Ash Wednesday/Lent begins Christian

23 Beginning of the Great Lent (Forgiveness Monday)/ 
Clean Monday 

Melkite, Maronite, Syrian 
Orthodox and other Christian

MARCH

1-19 Ala/Baha’i Fasting Period Baha’i

2 St John Maroun Maronite Catholic

3 Magha Puja Day/Sangha Day/Great Assembly Day Buddhist (Mahayana)

3 Purim Jewish

3-4 Holi Hindu

4 Hola Mohalla Sikh

9 The 40 Martyrs Maronite Catholic  
and other Christian

13 Birth of L. Ron Hubbard/Founder of Dianetics and Scien-logy Church of Scientology

13-17 Parwanaiy/Panja Feast/Farwanaiy/Creations of Universe Mandaean

14 Nanakshahi New Year’s Day Sikh 

15 Laylatul Al-Qadr/Night of Destiny/Night of Power Islam

19 The Feast of the appearance of the Holy Cross of our Lord Coptic /Orthodox Christian

19 St Joseph Maronite Catholic and 
other Christian

19-22 Ostara Pagan - Northern Hemisphere

19-26 Chaitra Navaratri Hindu

20 Eid Al-Fitr (end of Ramadan) Islam

20-23 Mabon Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

21 Naw-Ruz/Norouz/New Year Baha’i

21 Jamshedi Nowruz (Zoroastrian New Year in Fasil Calendar) Zoroastrian, Persian, Kurdish, 
Uyghur New Year

21 National Close the Gap Day Indigenous

21-26 Mata Ki Chowki Hindu

23 St Rafqa Maronite Catholic

25 The Annunciation Feast/Annunciation of Virgin Mary Maronite, Melkite and 
other Christian

26 Khordad Sal/Birthday of Lord Zoroastra (Fasil Calendar) Zoroastrian

26 Durga Ashtami Hindu

27 Rama Navami Hindu

29 Palm Sunday Christian

31 Mahavir Jayanti/Birth of Lord Mahavira Jain

APRIL

1 Kha b-Nisan/ Assyrian and Chaldean New Year Assyrian Catholic Orthodox 
and Chaldean Catholic

2 Memorial of Jesus’ Death/Lords Evening Meal Jehovah’s Witness

2 Pesach/Passover (Feast of Unleavened Bread) Jewish

2 Hanuman Jayanti Hindu

2 Maundy Thursday/Holy Thursday, Institution of the Eucharist and 
Feast of the Priesthood Christian

2 Covenant/Great and Holy Thursday/Maundy Thursday Christian

3 Good Friday/Holy Great Friday Christian

4 Lazarus Saturday/Raising of Lazarus Coptic /Syrian Orthodox

4 Easter Saturday/Holy Saturday, Bright Saturday Christian

5 Quingming/Tomb sweeping Buddhist (Mahayana)

5 Easter Sunday/Resurrection Sunday/Glorious Feast of the 
Resurrection of our Lord/Holy Pascha Christian

5 Orthodox Palm Sunday/ Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem 
(Hosanna Sunday) Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

6 Easter Monday (Sham El Nessim) Christian

6-13 Holy Pascha (Passion Week)/Holy Week Coptic /Syrian Orthodox

7 Annunciation Feast & the conclusion of to the Holy Great Fast Coptic/Orthodox Christian

8 Hana Matsuri (Flower Festival) Buddha’s Birthday Buddhist (Japan)

9 Orthodox Maundy Thursday/Holy Thursday Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

10 Orthodox Good Friday/Holy Friday Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

11 Orthodox Holy Saturday Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

12 Orthodox Easter Sunday/Pascha/Glorious Feast of the Resurrection Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

13 Orthodox Easter Monday Coptic/ Orthodox Christian

13 - 15 Songkran/Thingyan/Choul Chnam Thmey/Pii Mai/New Year
Buddhist (Theravada) 
Cambodian, Thai, Lao, 
Burmese

14 Khalsa Sajna Diwas/ Vaisakhi/Baisakhi Sikh 

14 Pohela Boishakh/Bengali New Year/Naya Barsha/Navavarsha/Bikram 
Samvat New Year/Aluth Avurudda/Puthandu/Sonam Losar (Tamang)

Bangladeshi, Nepalese, Sri 
Lankan (Sinhalese and Tamil)

14 Yom HaShoah Jewish

15 Carsemsa Sor/Red Wednesday/Ser Sal Yazidi New Year Yazidi

19 Thomas’ Sunday (the New Sunday) Coptic/ Orthodox Christian 

19 Akshay Trutiya Hindu

19 New Sunday Syrian Orthodox 

21 First Day of Ridvan (Holy Day) Baha’i

23 St George (Julian calendar) Serbian and other Orthodox

27 Day of Arafah/Waqf al Arafa/Hajj (Pilgrimage) Islam

28 Eid Al-Adha Islam

29 Ninth Day of Ridvan Baha’i

30 Apr 
- 1 May Samhain Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

30 Apr 
- 1 May Beltane Pagan - Northern Hemisphere

MAY

1 Budh Poornima/Buddha Purnima Hindu

2 Twelfth Day of Ridvan Baha’i

4 Vesak/Visakha Puja/Wesak/Saga Dawa Duchen/Commemoration 
of Buddha’s Birth, Enlightenment and Death Buddhist

8 St Mark’s Feast/Martyrdom of St. Mark the Evangelist Coptic Christian

9 Anniversary of publication of Dianetics: The Modern Science 
of Mental Health Church of Scientology

12 St Basil of Ostrong, the Wonderworker Serbian Orthodox

14 Ascension Thursday/ Ascension of Our Lord/Divine Ascension/
Ascension of Jesus Melkite and other Christian

16 Shanishchar Jayanti Hindu

17 Dahwa Daima/Delwa Daymeneh (Baptism)/Birth of John the Baptist/
Day of Baptism of Yehya Youhanna (John the Baptist) Mandaean 

18-27 Hajj Days / The first 10 days of Dhul Hijjah Islam

21 Ascension of our Lord into Heaven Syrian Orthodox

21 Feast of the Ascension/ Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven/ 
Divine Ascension/Ascension of Jesus Coptic/Orthodox Christian

22-23 Shavuot (commemorating the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai) Jewish 

24 Declaration of the Bab Baha’i

24 Pentecost/Whitsunday Melkite and other Christian

24 Sts Cyril and Methodius, Enlighteners of the Slavs Serbian Orthodox

26 National Sorry Day Indigenous

27 1967 Referendum Indigenous

27 May- 
3 Jun National Reconciliation Week Indigenous

29 Ascension of Baha’u’llah Baha’i

31 The Holy Pentecost Feast/The Feast of our Lord Ascending upon 
the Holy Apostle (Pentecost) Coptic/Orthodox Christian

31 The day of Pentecost Syrian Orthodox 

JUNE Baha’i

1 Our Lord’s Entry into Egypt Coptic Christian

1-Jun- 
11 July Apostles' Fast Coptic Christian/ 

Syrian Orthodox

3 Mabo Day Indigenous

5 Day of Ghadeer Islam (Shiite) 

6 Sea Organisation (the Scientology religious order) Motor Vessel 
Free winds Church of Scientology

15 Sayfo Martyrs/Commemoration of Martyrs Syrian Orthodox

16 Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib/Guru Arjan Martyrdom/Shaheedi 
Day Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji Sikh 

16 Al-Hijra / First day of Muharram/Hijrah Year/Islamic New Year 1448 Islam 

20-22 Litha Pagan -Northern Hemisphere

20-22 Yule Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

24 St John The Baptist Day Christian

25 Nirjala/Bhim Ekadashi Hindu

26 Ashura Day/10th of Muharam 1448 Islam

26 Ashura/Martyrdom of Imam Hussein Shiite-Islam

26 Blessed Yaacoub the Capuchin Maronite Catholic

26-28 Apostles’ Fast Syrian Orthodox

28 Vidovdan/Saint Vitus Day/Holy Prophet Amos; Holy St Lazarus and 
All Serbian Martyrs Serbian Orthodox

29 St Peter and St Paul Feast Syrian Orthodox and 
other Christian

29 Vat Savitri Poornima Hindu

30 Feast of the 12 Apostles Syrian Orthodox

JULY

1 Coming of the Light Indigenous

1 Asalha Puja – Dharma Day Buddhist (Theravada)

3 St Thomas Feast/St Thomas The Apostle Chaldean Catholic

5-12 NAIDOC Week Indigenous

6 The 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso’s Birthday Buddhist (Vajrayana)

7 Advanced Organisation Founding Day Australia, 
New Zealand & Oceania Church of Scientology

10 Martydom of the Bab (Holy Day) Baha’i

10 The Massabki brothers Maronite Catholic

  12 The Apostles’ Feast/Martyrdom of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Feast Coptic and other  
Orthodox Christian

15 Kanshu-Zahli/Mandaean New Year’s Eve Mandaean

16 Dehva Ed Rabba/Mandaean New Year Mandaean

17 St Marina’s Feast Maronite Catholic

19 St Charbel’s Feast Maronite Catholic

  20 Mar Elias / St Elijah the Prophet Maronite Catholic

23 Tisha b’Av Jewish

29 Vyas/Guru Poornima Hindu

31 350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun Maronite Catholic

AUGUST

1 Imbolc Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

1 Lughnasadh Pagan - Northern Hemisphere

1 Beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos (Virgin Mary) Melkite and other Christian

4 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day Indigenous

6 Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord on the Mountain Melkite and other Christian

7-21 St. Mary's Fast Coptic Christian

10-15 St Mary’s Fast Syrian Orthodox

13 Aug- 
11 Sep Kartkadik Shraavan Maas Hindu

13-16 Obon Festival Buddhist and Shinto (Japanese)

15 Dormition of Blessed Virgin Mary/St Mary’s Ascension/Feast of the 
Virgin Mary/ Dormition of the Theotokos/Dormition of the Mother of God Melkite and other Christian

15 Ullambana/Ancestors’ Day Buddhist (Mahayana)

16 Jamshedi Nowruz (Zoroastrian New Year in Shenshai Calendar) 
Raksha Zoroastrian

19 Transfiguration Feast/ The Feast of Transfiguration of our Lord Coptic/Orthodox Christian

22 The Assumption of St Mary’s Body/Dormition of the Body of the 
Virgin Mary/St Mary’s Feast Coptic/Orthodox Christian

25 Birth of Prophet Muhammad/Mawlid an-Nabi/12th of 
Rabi Al-Awwal 1448 Islam

26- Onam Hindu (Kerala)

28 Raksha Bandhan Hindu 

30 Blessed Estephan Nehme Maronite Catholic

SEPTEMBER

1 St Hurmizd’s Commemoration Assyrian

1 Indigenous Literacy Day Indigenous

1 First Parkash of Guru Granth Sahib Ji/Inauguration (Gurgadi) of 
Guru Granth Sahib Sikh

4 Krishna Jayanti/ Krishna Janmashtami Hindu 

8 Nativity of the Mother of God/Nativity of the Theotokos Melkite, Syrian Orthodox and 
other Christian

11 Rastafaria/Enkutatash/Ethiopian New Year Ethiopian/Eritrean Orthodox

11 The Nayrouz Feast/Coptic New Year Coptic Christian

12-14 Rosh Hashana/Jewish New Year Jewish

13 Anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People Indigenous

13 Auditor's Day Church of Scientology

  14 Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Melkite and other Christian

14 Ganesh Chaturthi Hindu

15 Samvatsari Parva Jain

20-23 Ostara Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

20-23 Mabon Pagan – Northern Hemisphere

20-21 Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) Jewish

22-24 Utama-Ancestors’ Memorial Service/Bon Pchum Ben/ “Hungry Ghosts” Buddhist (Theravada)

25 Anant Chaturdashi Hindu

26 Sep- 
3 Oct Sukkot/Succot Jewish

27 Meskel Ethiopian/Eritrean Orthodox

27-29 The Feast of Consecrating the Church of the Holy Cross Jerusalem Coptic and other Christian

27 Sep-
10 Oct Pitru Paksha Hindu

OCTOBER

3 Shemini Atzeret (Eighth Day of Assembly) Jewish

4 Simchat Torah (Day of Celebrating the Torah) Jewish

6-12 Rites of pilgrimage in Cejna Cimayê Yazidi

7 Anniversary of the International Association of Scientologists Church of Scientology

8 Kathina and Pavarana Buddhist (Theravada)

10 Sarva Pitru Amavasya/Sarv Pitra Amavashya Hindu

11-19 Shaardiya/Ashwini Navaratri Hindu

14 Venerable Mother Parasceva the Serb – St Petka Serbian Orthodox

17-19 Mata Ki Chowki Hindu

19 Durga Ashtami/Durgashtami Hindu

25 Sharad/Ashwin Poornima Hindu

29 Karva Chauth Hindu

31 Samhain Pagan - Northern Hemisphere

31 Beltane Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

31 Dehwa Honina (victory of light against darkness)/ 
Mandaean Prosperity of Feast Mandaean

NOVEMBER

1 All Saints’ Day Christian

1 Ecclesiastical New Year Syrian Orthodox

1 Ahoi Ashtami Hindu

2 All Souls’ Day Christian

6 Dhantrayodashi/Dhanteras Hindu

7 Choti Diwali/Kali Chaudas Hindu

8 Deepavali/Diwali/Bandi Chhorh Diwas/Festival of Lights/ 
Mahavira Nirvana Hindu/Jain/Sikh

8 Holy and Glorious Great-Martyr Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher 
of Thessalonica Serbian Orthodox

10 Govardhan Pooja -Annakut Darshan Hindu

10 Birth of the Bab Baha’i

11 Bhai Dooj/Bhai Tika/Bhaubeej/Bhai Phonta Hindu

11 Birth of Baha’u’llah Baha’i

20 Tulsi Vivah Hindu

21 Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and other Bodiless Powers/ 
St Archangel Michael Orthodox and other Christian

21 Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple Melkite and other Christian

24 Dev Diwali Hindu

24 Kartiki Purnima/Kartika Ashtahnika Ends Jain

24 Birth of Guru Nanak Dev Ji Sahib Sikh

24 Martyrdom Day of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Sikh

25 Nov - 
 6 Jan Nativity Fasting period/ The Holy Nativity Fast Coptic/Certain  

Orthodox Christian

26 Day of the Covenant Baha’i

28 Nov- 
7 Jan Nativity Fasting period Serbian Orthodox

30 Beginning of the New Liturgical Year Melkite and other Christian

DECEMBER

5-12 Hanukkah/Chanukah/Festival of Lights Jewish

8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Christian

8 Saint Kilment Ohridski’s Day Macedonian Orthodox

8 Bodhi Day Buddhist

10 Beginning of the Fast of the Nativity of Our Lord Melkite and other Christian

14 St Nehmetallah Maronite Catholic

15-25 The Holy Nativity Fast Syrian Orthodox

15-17 Cejna Rojiyen Ezi/The Fast of Ezi Yazidi 

18 Yazidi Eid/Feast Yazidi

19  Saint Nicolas the Wonderworker of Myra in Lycia/St Nicolas Day and 
Serbian Children’s Day Serbian and other Orthodox

20 Shrimad Bhagwad Geeta Jayanti Hindu

20-25 Litha Pagan - Southern Hemisphere

20-25 Yule Pagan - Northern Hemisphere

25 Christmas Day/Birth of Our Lord/The Nativity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ

Catholic, Anglican, Uniting, 
Certain Orthodox Christian

26 Zartosht No-Diso (Death Anniversary of Zarathustra in 
Fasil Calendar) Zoroastrian

26 Solemnity of Virgin/Second Day of Christmas Chaldean Catholic

26 Praises to Mary/Glorification of God St Mary Maronite Catholic/ 
Syrian Orthodox

26 St Stephen’s Day Croatian Catholic

27 Martyrdom of the Children of Bethlehem Syrian Orthodox

28 The Adoration of the Magi Maronite Catholic 

29 Holy Innocents of Bethlehem Maronite Catholic

30 Nepalese New Year/Tamu Lhosar (Gurung) Buddhist – Nepalese 
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